
PASTORAL AND CHURCH MINISTRIES  
 
PC201/301/501 Ministry Formation (2 or 4 cps)  
 
Offered:   Every year   

 
Semester:   First semester 2012 (3rd February and intensive 7-11 May) 
 

Demand Hours: 160 hrs 
 

Contact Hours: 36-39 hrs 
 

Unit Co-ordinator: David Burke 
 
Modules:   PC201/301/501/Ministry Formation/1.5hpw/PC 

   PC201/301/501/Ministry Formation/1.3hpw/DB 
   PC201/301/501/Ministry Formation/0.2hpw/EM    

 
Description: This unit is designed to help students understand themselves, 

their gifts and their experience in relation to pastoral ministry. It 

includes a study of Biblical models of ministry, the nature of 
guidance and vocation and the role of theological education in 

spiritual formation. 
 
Method:  Class discussion, reading and reflection. 

 
Assessment:  

201: One 1500 word critical book review, one 1500 word 
reflection and brief presentation on 4 bible passages and one 
1000 word journal. 

301: One 1500 word critical book review; one 1500 word 
reflection and brief presentation on 4 bible passages; and one 

1000 word journal. 
501: One 2500 word comparative book review; one 1500 word 
reflection and brief presentation on 4 bible passages; one 1000 

word journal. 
 

 

PC243 Pastoral Care Field Education (4 cps) 
Relevant also for EM241 and DM241 
 
Offered:   Every year 
 

Semester:   First and Second 
 

Unit Co-ordinator: John McClean 
 
Modules:   891-4/PC243/442/642/FES seminars/0.5hpw/JMcC 

    
Demand Hours: 240 hrs 



 
Contact Hours: 13 hrs per semester 

 
Conditions:  Corequisite of PC403 Pastoral Skills and Methods. 

 
Description: Experience-based supervised learning through observation, 

participation and reflection related to major areas of pastoral 

ministry (for PC243), evangelism (for EM241) or youth ministry 
(for DM241). For details see the FES Manual. 

 
Method: Extensive field experience in the appropriate ministry (150-200 

hours) as well as supervised reflection and some theoretical 

study in the form of seminars. The details of each are arranged 
with the FES co-ordinator on enrolment. 

 
Assessment: Satisfactory completion of assessment by the FES co-ordinator, 

based on the report of the FES trainer and the student's 

participation in seminars, completion of the reflective journal and 
a 1000 word student report each semester. 

 
 

PC249/449/649 Supervised Experience Based Learning 
(SEBL) - Ministry Training for Women (MTW)  
(4 cps total) to be taken over four semesters 

 
Offered:  Every year 
 
Semester:  PC249c/449c/649c (1 cp) – First Semester 2012 

   PC249d/449d/649d (1 cp) – Second Semester 2012 
 

Demand Hours:  4 credit points – 1 credit point per semester 
 Nominally rated at 1 hour per week over four semesters (a total 

of 200 hours).  In fact, the student will participate in a variety of 
activities and learning experiences over the course of enrolment.  
In 2009, the core of this will comprise: 

 
o Regular monthly mentoring meetings – 1.5 hours per month 

from February to November = 15 hours per year; 
o attendance at lectures and seminars – 10 hours per semester 

= 20 hours per year; and 

o additional input and growth time through reading, prayer 
reflection – 3 hours per month = 30 hours per year; 

o 249 (200 level) – optional - reflection through the preparation 
of 4 x 150 word exercises set by the mentor – 1 hour per 
month = 10 hours per year; 

o 449 and 649 (400 and 600 level) - reflection through the 
preparation of 4 x 150 word exercises set by the mentor – 1 

hour per month = 10 hours per year; 
o research and reflection through the preparation of 4 x 600 

word (PC 249 – 200 level and 449 – 400 level) or 4 x 750 



word (PC 649 – 600 level) reflection reports (2 per semester) 
– 3 hours per month = 30 hours per year. 

 
Unit Co-ordinator: Carmelina Read 

 
Description:  SEBL focuses on assisting students to reflect on their experience 

in the light of their studies.  It does not mean merely supervising 

work done.  Rather, SEBL anticipates participation in a local 
church community with reflection and feedback in such a way that 

the student learns from her experience.  The focus of SEBL is 
reflection, self evaluation and growth planning in relation to 
personal spiritual growth through college activities or ministry 

experience. MTW places particular emphasis on spiritual growth 
for women and training for ministry. 

 
Outcomes: By the conclusion of the four semesters of SEBL – MTW, the 

student: 

 
o has been deepened in their own intimacy with God; 

o is committed to their future ministry effectiveness being fed by 
repeated times of personal spiritual renewal; 

o has developed their philosophy of ministry so that its broad 
outline has begun to take shape;  

o has engaged in regular reflection on their own personhood and 

vocation in the light of the truths, skills and commitments 
gained through the course; and 

o has experienced a model of growth through personal 
accountability, mentoring, reading and reflection, and through 
this, the student has been supported and equipped to minister 

to others. 
 

Assessment: SEBL is assessed as satisfactory/unsatisfactory on the basis of 
completion of all components.  

 

 Attendance and participation in lectures and seminars will be 
documented each semester.  

 
 Self Assessment Reports: 
 You will be required to complete self-assessment in the form of 2 

x 600 word reports per semester. 
 

 Mentor: 
 You will need to arrange a mentoring relationship. 
  

 Mentoring Exercises: 
 A total of 4 x 150 word exercises will be set by the mentor (with 

guidelines from the PTC).   The exercises will be provided to you 
by your mentor as a response to mentoring sessions. 

 

 

 



PC249/449/649 Supervised Experience Based Learning 
(SEBL) (4 cps total) to be taken over at least four 
semesters 

 

Seminars are offered: Odd years as required 
 

Conditions: As students must take this unit over two years (for 249) or for 
the duration of the course (for 449/649), formal enrolment in the 
unit with its contact hours must commence no later than a 

student's penultimate year. 
 

Unit Coordinator: David Burke 
 
Description: The purpose of this unit is to encourage students to reflect upon 

their living of the Christian life in the light of their theological 
studies and to integrate belief and ministry. Students will be 

expected, during the course, to be active in participation in a 
local Christian church community. 

 

Method: There will be a continuous process of reflection on a student's 
personal spiritual journey through the keeping of a journal; 

meeting and interacting with a mentor; a book reflection and 
participation in classes or seminar group work at the direction of 
a Faculty panel. Involvement in the community life of the college, 

in particular chapel and prayer times, is a requirement of this 
unit. 

 
Assessment: Self-assessment of a journal; a 1000 word book review; a self-

assessed mentor relationship and participation in seminars and 
such other individually tailored assessment as required by the 
unit co-ordinator. 

 
 

PC403/603 Pastoral Skills and Methods (2 or 4 cps)   
 

Offered:  Odd years 
 

Semester:   Second  
 
Demand Hours: 2 cps 80 hrs 

   4 cps 160 hrs 
 

Contact Hours: 36-39 hrs 
 
Unit Co-ordinator: David Burke 

 
Modules:   PC403/603/Pastoral Skills/1.5hpw/PM 

   PC403/603/Pastoral Skills/1.5hpw/MM 
   PC403/603/Pastoral Skills0.2hpw/EMcC 
 



Conditions: 403: Prerequisite of 16 cps of core foundation level units and 
PC301/501. 

 
Description: This unit seeks to establish the Biblical basis and characteristics 

of pastoral care; to develop an understanding of people in social 
relationships; to discuss pastoral opportunities and approaches in 
certain crisis situations and to begin to develop skills in pastoral 

care. 
 

Method: Lectures, videos, role-play and observation, classroom exercises. 
 
Assessment:  403 (2 cps) Paper on marriage/divorce 2000 words;  

403 (4 cps) One 1500 word paper on divorce; Two Taped Role-
plays and reflections/surveys (equiv 2500 words); and One 

Reflective Journal (1500 words) 
603: One 1500 word paper on divorce; Two Taped Role-plays and 
reflections/surveys (equiv. 2500 words); One Reflective Journal 

(1500 words); and One 1000 word Critical Review of graduate 
reading. 

 
 

PC435/635 Principles of Leadership and Management (2 or 
4 cps) 
Offered:    Every year  
 

Semester:   Second 
 

Demand Hours: 2 cps 80 hrs 
4 cps 160 hrs 

 
Contact Hours:  36-39 hrs 
 

Unit Co-ordinator: David Burke 
 

Description:  This unit deals with the management and leadership of 
congregations and Christian ministries, with a special emphasis 
on facilitating leadership in others, and upon the structure reform 

and management of congregations in the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia. 

 
Method:   Class instruction, reading and Field Education 
 

Assessment:  2cps 

Major project – prepare a leadership training course. This 

shall consist of:  an outline for a course which would take trainees 

two or more evenings or half days, 500 words 10%; the content of 
a one hour length session within that course, 1500 words 20%; 
and a theological commentary on the proposed course, 1500 
words 20%. 

The course would prepare trainees for a leadership role within a 
church context (e.g. Eldership, Bible study leadership, pastoral 



care, Sunday worship leadership.) 
 

435 - 4cps: 

1. Major project – prepare a leadership training course. This 

shall consist of:  an outline for a course which would take trainees 

two or more evenings or half days, 500 words 10%; the content of 
a one hour length session within that course, 1500 words 20%; 
and a theological commentary on the proposed course 1500 
words, 20%.  

2. Ministry Project with Planning and Personal evaluation of 
student’s strengths and weakness in leadership. 

In the course of a field placement, students develop and 

implement a ministry project. As part of this the student develops 

and implements a proposal by which the student‟s strengths and 
weaknesses in leadership will be evaluated. The complete process 
will consist of three stages:  

a) Students choose a leadership project in consultation with the 

lecturer and their field supervisor and then prepare and submit in 

writing: their purpose/objectives/goals/plans/accountabilities as 
appropriate for the particular ministry project, and a proposed 

evaluation process involving the recruitment of an evaluation 
group, determining the criteria for evaluation, and preparing an 
evaluation inventory, 1000 words. 20%;  

b) Subject to any conditions imposed by the lecturer and/or 

supervisor, the student carries out the ministry project, as well as 

implementing the evaluation process. The latter would normally 
involve assembling and briefing the evaluation team, as well as 
issuing and explaining the inventory, all before the ministry project 
is undertaken. 

c) The student correlates the data obtained through the evaluation 

process and provides a detailed report on the student‟s strengths 
and weakness in leadership, together with personal and theological 
reflection. Completed inventories will be provided with the report. 
2000 words, 30%. 

635 – 4cps 

1. Major project – prepare a leadership training course. This 

shall consist of:  an outline for a course which would take trainees 
two or more evenings or half days, 500 words 10%; the content of 

a one hour length session within that course, 1500 words 10%; 
and a theological commentary on the proposed course, 1500 
words 20%.  

2. Ministry Project with Planning and Personal evaluation of 
student’s strengths and weakness in leadership. 

In the course of a field placement, students develop and 

implement a ministry project. As part of this the student develops 

and implements a proposal by which the student‟s strengths and 



weaknesses in leadership will be evaluated. The complete process 
will consist of three stages:  

a) Students choose a leadership project in consultation with the 

lecturer and their field supervisor and then prepare and submit in 

writing: their purpose/objectives/goals/plans/accountabilities as 
appropriate for the particular ministry project, and a proposed 
evaluation process involving the recruitment of an evaluation 

group, determining the criteria for evaluation, and preparing an 
evaluation inventory, 1000 words 15%;  

b) Subject to any conditions imposed by the lecturer and/or 

supervisor, the student carries out the ministry project, as well as 
implementing the evaluation process. The latter would normally 

involve assembling and briefing the evaluation team, as well as 
issuing and explaining the inventory, all before the ministry project 
is undertaken. 

c) The student correlates the data obtained through the evaluation 
process and provides a detailed report on the student‟s strengths 

and weakness in leadership, together with personal and theological 
reflection. Completed inventories will be provided with the report, 
2000 words 25%. 

   3. Tutorial presentation on graduate reading. 

The student will give a 10-15 minute presentation to a graduate 
tutorial and then field questions. The presentation will be on a 

section of the graduate reading approved by the lecturer. 1000 
 

 

PC442/642 Congregational Field Education (4 cps) 

Relevant also for EM241 and DM241. 
 

Offered:   Every year 
 
Semester:   First and Second 

 
Unit Co-ordinator: John McClean 

 
Modules:   891-4/PC243/442/642/FES seminars/0.5hpw/JMcC 
    

Demand Hours: 240 hrs 
 

Contact Hours: 13 hrs per semester 
 

Conditions:  Corequisite of PC403 Pastoral Skills and Methods. 
 
Description: Experience-based supervised learning through observation, 

participation and reflection related to major areas of pastoral 
ministry (for PC243), evangelism (for EM241) or youth ministry 

(for DM241). For details see the FES Manual. 
 



Method: Extensive field experience in the appropriate ministry (150-200 
hours) as well as supervised reflection and some theoretical 

study in the form of seminars. The details of each are arranged 
with the FES co-ordinator on enrolment. 

 
Assessment: Satisfactory completion of assessment by the FES co-ordinator, 

based on the report of the FES trainer and the student's 

participation in seminars, completion of the reflective journal and 
a 1000 word student report each semester. 

 
 

 

PC489/689 Pastoral Theology Seminar: Homiletics – 
Preaching Different Biblical Genres  

See under Evangelism and Mission units EM775 
 

 
PC/TH785/489/689  Church and Ministry: Reformed 
Understanding and Practice 
(785: 8 cps, 489/689: 4 cps) 

 
Offered:  Every year 

 
Semester:  First  
 
PTC-online:  reformanda 
 

Demand Hours: 300 hrs 
 
Contact Hours: 26 hrs 

 
Unit Co-ordinator: John McClean 

 
Modules:   PC785/Ch and Min/1hpw/DB 
   PC785/Ch and Min/1hpw/JMcC 

 
Conditions:  Pre-requisite or co-requisite unit – TH404/604 or equivalent 

 
Aim:   To assist students to develop in their role as pastor-theologians  

   serving churches from the Reformed tradition. 
 
Outcomes:  At the end of this unit a student should 

 appreciate more fully God‟s blessings to his people and have a 
deeper motivation to develop corporate church life marked by 

prayer, worship and ministry; 
 be able to discuss and assess in the light of Scripture the 

distinctive perspectives of Reformed thought on ecclesiology, 

sacraments, worship, ministry, church government and 
spirituality; 



 be able to articulate an ecclesiology and philosophy of 
ministry in relation to Reformed approaches;  

 appreciate the liturgical forms of the Reformed tradition in the 
context of the history of Christian corporate worship and be 

able to appropriate those forms for worship in contemporary 
churches, including the conduct of Baptism and the Lord‟s 
Supper. 

 
Description: The Bible and Reformed ecclesiology 

 
 Distinctives of Reformed ecclesiology 
 

 Mission in the Reformed Tradition 
 mission in Reformed theology and practice 

 mission of  the church in the world in the 21st C 
 mission practice in Reformed churches, including practical 

consideration of some of the following 

o evangelism and church planting 
o pastoral care 

o discipleship 
o Christian education 

o mercy ministry 
 
 Ministry in the Reformed Tradition 

 offices and ordination in the Reformed tradition and 
contemporary practice selection, training and ministry of  

leadership in the local 
 church including detailed practical consideration of some of 

the following 

o selection, training, and working with elders 
o development of diaconal ministry 

o promotion of „every member ministry‟ 
 
Worship in the Reformed Tradition 

 the regulative principle – classic views and contemporary 
debates 

 elements of worship and Reformed liturgy 
 practical consideration of some of the following 

o preparation of worship 

o liturgical resources 
o the use of music 

o approaches to “styles” of worship 
o Reading scripture, leading in prayer 
o involvement of whole church family in worship 

 
Sacramental Practice in the Reformed Tradition 

 covenant theology and the sacraments 
 sacraments as “sign and seal” 
 biblical material on baptism 

 place of baptism in Reformed thought - infant baptism and 
credo-baptism 



 pastoral decisions about baptism and practical 
consideration of some of the following 

o preparation for baptism 
o conduct of baptism 

o family ministry as follow-up from baptism 
 biblical material on the Lord‟s Supper 
 the place of the Lord‟s Supper in Reformed thought  

 Reformed liturgy and the Lord‟s Supper practical 
consideration of conduct of the Lord‟s Supper 

 
Method:  Lectures/seminars two hours per week for a semester. 
   Field visits to two worship services. 

 
   The subject may also be delivered in an intensive mode (one or  

   two blocks over at least five days) in which case the students will 
   be asked to preread the following: 
 

 Avis, P. The Church in the Theology of the Reformers  John Knox, 
 1981. 

 Bannerman, J. The Church of Christ  (1st pub 1869; Banner of  
 Truth, 1960), 1-96. 

 Calvin, J., Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. (trans. F.  
 Battles, ed. J. McNeill;  Westminster, 1960), IV, pp. i-xii,  1011-
1154. 

 Clowney, E. P. The Church  (Leicester: IVP, 1995), pp. 27-70.
 O‟Brien, P.T. “The Church as a Heavenly and Eschatological  

 Entity” in D.A. Carson (ed.), The Church in the Bible and the 
World  (Paternoster/Baker, 1987), pp. 88-119. 
Saucy, R. L.  “Israel and the Church: A Case for Discontinuity” in 

J. S. Feinberg (ed.) Continuity and Discontinuity (Crossway, 
1988), pp. 239-59. 

Thomas, D. “The Doctrine of the Church in the Twenty-First
 Century” in A.T.B. McGowan (ed) Always Reforming:
 Explorations in Systematic Theology (Apollos, 2006), pp. 328-52. 

Woudstra, M.H.  “Israel and the Church: A Case for Continuity” in 
J. S. Feinberg (ed.) Continuity and Discontinuity (Crossway, 

1988), pp. 221-38. 
 
Assessment:  785: 

1000 words reflection on primary document reading: J. 
Bannerman, The Church of Christ  (1st pub 1869; Banner of 

Truth, 1960) OR J. Calvin, Institutes of the Christian religion, 2 
vols. (trans. F. Battles, ed. J. McNeill; Westminster, 1960) – 10% 
(This will be a pre-reading assignment when offered in intensive.) 

2000 word liturgical project – 30% 
4000 word essay – 50% 

1000 word field report – 10% 
 

 689 :  15 minute class presentation – 20% 

  2000 word liturgical project – 30% 

  2000 word essay – 40% 

  1000 word field report – 10% 



 
 489 : 15 minute class presentation – 20% 

  1500 word liturgical project – 30% 

  2000 word essay – 40% 

  750 word field report – 10% 
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