
Old Testament Units 

OT201 Formative Old Testament Traditions (4 cps) 

Offered:  every year 

Semester:  Either but normally first 

Demand Hours: 160 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator:  SC 

Description: This unit aims to provide a general understanding of the 
contents of the first section of the Old Testament 
(Pentateuch, Former Prophets to Elijah) its background, 
history, literary forms and theology, as a preparation for 
ministry. 

Method: Distance mode only but may audit 301 classes at no extra 
cost. 

Assessment: Two 500 word assignments (20%), one essay of 1000 
words (20%), with one 1.5hr exam (60%). 

Textbooks: T. Longman and R.B. Dillard, An Introduction to the Old 
Testament, Second Ed. Zondervan, 2006. 

W.J. Dumbrell, Covenant and Creation: An Old Testament 
Covenantal Theology, Paternoster, 1984. 

OT301/501 Formative Old Testament Traditions (4 cps) 

Offered: every year 

Semester: First 

Demand Hours: 160 hrs 

Contact Hours: 36-39 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator: JD 

Modules: OT301/501 /Formative OT Tradns/3hpw/JD 

Description: This unit aims to provide a general understanding of the 
contents of the first section of the Old Testament 
(Pentateuch, Former Prophets to Elijah) its background, 
history, literary forms and theology, as a preparation for 
ministry. 



Method: Classroom instruction, reading and assignments. 

Assessment: 301: One 1500 word essay (40%), and one 1 hr 45 min. 
exam (60%). 

501: One class presentation (500 words) (10%), one 1500 
word essay (30%), and one 2hr exam (60%). 

Textbooks: T. Longman and R.B. Dillard, An Introduction to the Old 
Testament, Second Ed. Zondervan, 2006. 

W.J. Dumbrell, Covenant and Creation: An Old Testament 
Covenantal Theology, Paternoster, 1984. 

OT202 From Israel to Judea (4 cps) 

Offered: every year 

Semester: Either but normally second 

Demand Hours: 160 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator: SC 

Modules: OT302/502 /Israel to Judea/3hpw/SC 

Description: This unit aims to provide a general understanding of the 
contents of the second section of the Old Testament (from 
the 8th century prophets) - its background, history, literary 
forms and theology, as a preparation for ministry. 

Method: Distance mode only but may audit 302 classes at no extra 
cost. 

Supervisor: SC 

Assessment: Two 500 word assignments (20%), one 1000 word essay 
(20%), and one 1.5 hour exam (60%). 

Textbooks:  T. Longman and R.B. Dillard, An Introduction to the Old 
Testament, Second Ed. Zondervan, 2006 

W.J. Dumbrell, Covenant and Creation: An Old Testament 
Covenantal Theology, Paternoster, 1984. 



OT302/502 From Israel to Judea (4 cps) 

Offered: every year 

Semester: Second 

Demand Hours: 160 hrs 

Contact Hours: 36-39 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator:  SC 

Modules: OT302/502 /Israel to Judea/3hpw/SC 

Description: This unit aims to provide a general understanding of the 
contents of the second section of the Old Testament (from 
the 8th century prophets) - its background, history, literary 
forms and theology, as a preparation for ministry. 

Method: 202: Distance mode only but may audit 302 classes at no 
extra cost. Supervisor SC 
302/502: Classroom instruction, reading and assignments. 

Assessment: 302: One 1500 word essay (40%) and one 2 hour exam 
(60%). 

502: One 10 minute (500 word) seminar presentation 
(10%), one 1500 word essay (30%), and one 2 hour exam 
(60%). 

Textbooks: T. Longman and R.B. Dillard, An Introduction to the Old 
Testament, Second Ed. Zondervan, 2006 

W.J. Dumbrell, Covenant and Creation: An Old Testament 
Covenantal Theology, Paternoster, 1984. 

OT205 Genesis, Deuteronomy (4 cps) 
OT420 Pentateuch (English) (4 cps) 

Offered: even years 

Semester: First 

Unit Co-ordinator: SC 

Modules: OT205/420/Pentateuch (Genesis - Eng)/1.5hpw/SC 
OT205/420/Pentateuch (Deut - Eng)/1.5hpw/SC 

Demand Hours: 160 hrs 

Contact Hours: 36-39 hrs 



Description: This unit deals with the background, exegesis and theology 
of sections of the Pentateuch. 

Method: Reading, preparation for and participation in class seminars. 

Set passages:  Genesis 1-4, 6, 8-9, 11 and Deuteronomy 5-8, 12, 16-18. 

Assessment: One 1000 word essay (40%), and a 2 hour exam (60%). 

Textbooks: P.C. Craigie, The Book of Deuteronomy, (NICOT), 
Eerdmans, 1983. 
D. Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, 
Tyndale, 1967. 
G. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, Word, 1988. 

OT421/621 Former Prophets (English) (4 cps) 
OT431/631 Former Prophets (Hebrew) (2 or 4 cps) 

Offered: Even years. OT431 (2 cp only) is available also in odd years 
under some circumstances. 

Semester: Second 

Demand Hours: 2cps 80hrs 

4cps 160 hrs 

Contact Hours: 421/621 36-39 hrs 
431/631 48-52 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator: OT421/621: MW 
OT431/631: SC 

Modules: OT421/431/621/631/Former Prophets (Eng))/2.5hpw/MW 
OT431/631/Former Prophets (Hebrew/1.5hpw/SC 

Conditions: Prerequisite of 16 cps of core foundation level units 
including OT301/501 and OT302/502. Students may only 
count a total of 4 cps from OT421/621 and OT431/631. 
Students choosing the Hebrew alternative should still attend 
the English exegesis classes for the theology of the Former 
Prophets. LA003A & B is a prerequisite for OT431/631. 

Description: This unit is an in-depth study of the exegesis and theology 
of a portion of the text of the former prophets. 

Method: Reading, preparation for and participation in class seminars. 
The 2 cp form of OT431 is a self-study unit in the odd years. 

Set passages 421/621: 1 Sam 1-12; 2 Sam 5-7, 15-18. 
431/631: 1 Sam 9-11; 2 Sam 5-7. 



Assessment: 421: One 2000 word essay (50%) and one 2 hour exam 
(50%). 
431 (2 cps): One 1.5 hour exam. 

431 (4 cps): One 1500 word essay (40%), exegetical 
preparation and participation (10%) and one 2 hour exam 
(50%). 

431H: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one 
2500 word exegetical essay on 2 Sam 7:5-16 in context 
(40%), and a 2 hour exam (50%). 

621: One 2250 word essay (50%) and one 2.5 hour exam 
including compulsory question on set reading: L Eslinger, 
Kingship of God in Crisis: A Close Reading of 1 Samuel 1-12 
(Sheffield: Almond, 1985) pp. 11-55 and 251-428 (50%). 

631: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2000 word exegetical essay on 2 Sam 7:5-16 in context
(40%); and one 2 hour exam including compulsory question
on set reading: L Eslinger, Kingship of God in Crisis: A Close
Reading of 1 Samuel 1- 12 (Sheffield: Almond, 1985) pp. 11-
55 and 251-428 (50%). 

Recommended Reading and Reference 

Dictionary Arnold, Bill T and H.G.M. Williamson, eds.. Dictionary of the
Old Testament: Historical Books (Leicester: Inter-Varsity
Press, 2005). 

Commentaries Ackroyd, P. R.,The First Book of Samuel and The Second
Book of Samuel (CBC; Cambridge University Press, 1971). 
Alter, R., The David Story (New York: Norton, 1999). 
Anderson, A. A, 2 Samuel (WBC 11; Dallas: Word, 1989). 
Baldwin, J., 1 and 2 Samuel (TOTC; Leicester: Inter-Varsity,
1988). 
Brueggemann, W., First and Second Samuel (Interp., John
Knox, 1990). 
Gordon, R. P., 1 and 2 Samuel (Zondervan, 1988). 
Hertzberg, H. W., I and II Samuel, (OTL; Westminster,
1964). 
Klein, R. W., I Samuel, (WBC 10; Word,1983) 
McCarter, P. K., Jr., I Samuel and II Samuel, (AB;
Doubleday,1980 and 1984). 
Payne, D. F., I and II Samuel, (DSB; Westminster,1982). 
Smith, H. P., Samuel, (ICC; T. & T. Clark,1899). 
Tsumura, David Toshio, The First Book of Samuel / David
Toshio Tsumura. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 2007. 



Monographs and Articles 
Birch, B. C., The Rise of the Israelite Monarchy: the Growth
and Development of 1 Samuel 7-15 (SBLDS 27; Missoula:
Scholars, 1976). 
Bourke, J., “Samuel and the Ark, A Study in Contrasts”,
Dominican Studies 7, Oxford 1954, 73-103. 
Brueggemann, W., “David and His Theologian”, CBQ 30,
1968, 156-81. 
Campbell, A. F., The Ark Narrative, (SBLDS 16A Missoula: 
Scholars, 1979). 
Carlson, R. A., David the Chosen King, (Stockholm: Almqvist
and Wiksell, 1964). 
Clines, D.J.A. and T.C. Eskenazi, Telling Queen Michal’s 
Story, (JSOT Supp 119; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1991). 
Cross, F.M., Canaanite Myth and Hebrew Epic, (Harvard
University Press, 1973). 
Driver, S.R., Notes on the Hebrew Text and the Topography
of the Books of Samuel, 2d ed. (Clarendon,1913). 
Edelman, D.V., King Saul in the Historiography of Judah
(JSOT Supp 121; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1991). 
Eslinger, L., House of God or House of David: The Rhetoric of
2 Samuel 7 (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1994). 
Eslinger, L., Kingship of God in Crisis: A Close Reading of 1
Samuel 1-12 (Sheffield: Almond, I985). 
Fokkelman, J.P., Narrative Art and Poetry in the Books of
Samuel, 3 vols. (Assen: VanGorcum, 1981, 1986, 1990). 
Garsiel, M., The First Book of Samuel: A Literary Study of 
Comparative Structures, Analogies and Parallels, trans. P.
Hackett (Ramat Gan: Revivim, 1985). 
Gros Louis, K.R.R., “The Difficulty of Ruling Well: King David
of Israel,” Semeia 8 (1977): 15-33. 
Gunn, D.M. “Narrative Patterns and Oral Tradition in Judges
and Samuel”, VT 24, 1974, 286-317. 
Gunn, D.M., The Fate of King Saul, (JSOTS 14; Sheffield:
JSOT, 1980). 
Gunn, D.M., The Story of King David, (JSOTS 6; Sheffield:
JSOT, 1978). 
Halpern, B., The Constitution of the Monarchy in Israel, (HSM
24; Chico: Scholars, 1981). 
Humphreys, W.L., “From Tragic Hero to Villain: A Study of
the Figure of Saul and the Development of 1 Samuel,” JSOT
22, 1982): 95-117. 
Humphreys, W.L., “The Tragedy of King Saul: A Study of the
Structure of 1 Samuel 9-3I,” JSOT 6 (1978): 18-27. 
Ishida, T., The Royal Dynasties in Ancient Israel (BZAW 142;
Berlin: de Gruyter, 1977). 
Kaiser, W.C., "The Blessing of David, the Charter for
Humanity", in The Law and the Prophets: Old Testament
Studies in Honor of O.T. Allis, ed. John H. Skilton, (Nutley,
NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1974) 298-318. 



Leithart, Peter J.. A Son to Me: an Exposition of 1 and 2
Samuel, (Moscow, ID : Canon Press, 2003). 
Long, V.P., The Reign and Rejection of King Saul: A Case for 
Literary and Theological Coherence, (SBLDS; Atlanta:
Scholars, 1989). 
Long, V.R., “First and Second Samuel: a Literary
Introduction,” in A Complete Literary Guide to the Bible
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993). 
Long, V.R., “How Did Saul Become King? Literary Reading
and Historical Reconstruction,” in Faith, Tradition, and
History, ed. D. W. Baker, J. Hoffmeier, and A. R. Millard
(Winona Lake: 
Eisenbrauns, 1994). 
McCarthy, D.J., “II Samuel 7 and the Structure of the 
Deuteronomistic History”, JBL 84, 1965, 131-38. 
McCarthy, D.J., “The Inauguration of Monarchy in Israel,” 
Interpretation 27 (1973): 401-12). 
McKenzie, J.L., “The Dynastic Oracle: II Sam 7”, Th St 8,
1947, 187-218. 
Miller, P.D., Jr. and J.J.M. Roberts, The Hand of the Lord: a 
Reassessment of the “Ark Narrative” of I Samuel (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1977). 
Miller, J.M., “Saul’s Rise to Power: Some Observations
concerning I Sam. 9.1- 10.16; 10.26- 11.15 and 13.2-14.46”,
CBQ 36, 1974, 157-74. 
Miller, P.D. and J. J. M. Roberts, The Hand of the Lord: A 
Reassessment of the “Ark Narratives” of I Samuel (Baltimore
and London, 1977). 
Miscall, P., 1 Samuel: A Literary Reading (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1986) 
Murray, D.F., Divine Prerogative and Royal Pretension (JSOT
Supplement 264; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1998) 
Noth, M., “David and Israel in II Samuel VII”, in The Laws in
the Pentateuch and other studies (London: SCM, 1984). 
Noth, M., The Deuteronomistic History (JSOTS 15; Sheffield:
JSOT, 1981). 
Polzin, R., Samuel and the Deuteronomist (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press ,1993) 
Polzin, R., David and the Deuteronomist: A literary study of
the Deuteronomic history. Part 3. 2 Samuel. Bloomington,
IN.: Indiana University Press, 1993. 
Rosen, J., “From House to House,” in King and Kin: Political 
Allegory in the Hebrew Bible, (Bloomington: Indiana UP,
1986). 
Rost, L., The Succession to the Throne of David, (Sheffield: 
Almond, 1982). 
Schniedewind, William, Society and the Promise to David: the
Reception History of 2 Samuel 7:1-7 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1999). 
Tsevat, M., “The Biblical Account of the Foundation of the 



Monarchy in Israel,” in The Meaning of the Book of Job and
Other Biblical Studies: Essays on the Literature and Religion
of the Hebrew Bible (New York: KTAV, 1980), 77-99. 
Waltke, Bruce K. with Charles Yu, An Old Testament
Theology: An Exegetical, Canonical, and Thematic Approach.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007. 

OT425/625 Apocalyptic (English) (4 cps) 
OT435/635 Apocalyptic (Hebrew) (2 or 4 cps) 

Offered: Odd years. OT435 (2 cp only) is available also in even years
under some circumstances. 

Semester: Second 

Demand Hours: 2cps 80hrs 
4cps 160 hrs 

Contact Hours: 425/625 36-39 hrs 
435/635 42-50 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator:  JD 

Modules: OT425/625/Apocalyptic (Eng)/2.5hpw/MW 
OT435/635/Apocalyptic (Heb)/1.5hpw/JD 

Conditions:  Prerequisite of 16 cps of core foundation level units including
OT301/501 and OT302/502. Students may only count a total
of 4 cps from OT4215/625 and OT435/635. Students
choosing the Hebrew alternative should still attend the
English exegesis classes for the theology of Daniel. LA003A &
B is a prerequisite for OT435/635. 

Description: This unit aims to develop exegetical and hermeneutical skills
for preaching and teaching the Old Testament through a
careful exegetical study of the English or Hebrew text of (a
portion of) Daniel. 

Method: Classroom instruction, reading. The 2 cp form of OT435 is a
selfstudy unit in the even years. 

Set passages: 425/625 (English): Daniel 1-12. 
435/635 (Hebrew): Dan 1:1-2:4, 8-10, 12. 

Assessment: 425: One 2000 word essay (40%) and one 2 hour exam. 

435 (2 cps): One 1.5 hour exam. 

435 (4 cps): One 1500 word essay (40%), exegetical
preparation and participation (10%) and one 2 hour exam
(50%). 



435H: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2500 word exegetical essay (40%), and a 2 hour exam
(50%) 

625: One 2250 word essay (40%) and one 2.5 hour exam 
including compulsory question on 200-300pp of set reading
(50%). 

635: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2000 word essay (40%) and one 2.5 hour exam including
compulsory question on 200-300pp. of set reading (50%). 

Textbooks: Baldwin, Daniel, IVP, 1978. 
D.N. Fewell, Circle of sovereignty: A Story of Stories in Daniel
1-6, Almond Press, 1988. 
E. Lucas, Daniel, IVP, 2002. 

OT426/626 Psalter (English) (4 cps) 
OT436/636 Psalter (Hebrew) (2 or 4 cps) 

Offered: Odd years. OT436 (2 cp only) is available also in even years
under some circumstances. 

Semester: First 

Demand Hours:  2cps 80hrs 
4cps 160 hrs 

Contact Hours:  426/626 36-39 hrs 
436 2 cps 13 hours 
436/636 4 cps 48-52 hrs 

Unit Co-ordinator:  JD 

Modules: OT426/436/626/636/Psalter (Eng)/ 3 hpw/SC 
OT436/636/Psalter (Heb)/ 1 hpw/JD 

Conditions: Prerequisite of 16 cps of core foundation level units including
OT301/501 and OT302/502. Students may only count a total
of 4 cps from OT426/626 and OT436/636. Students choosing
the Hebrew alternative should still attend the English
exegesis classes for the theology of the Psalms. LA003A & B
is a prerequisite for OT436/636. 

Description: This unit aims to develop exegetical and hermeneutical skills
for preaching and teaching the Old Testament through a
careful exegetical study of the English or Hebrew text of
selected Psalms. 



Method: Classroom instruction, reading and one major assignment.
The 2 cp form of OT436 is a self-study unit in the even years. 

Set passages: 426/626 (English): Psalms 2, 8, 16, 19, 22, 24, 46, 51, 73,
74, 96, 99, 103, 110, 116, 132, 137. 436/636 (Hebrew):
Psalms 2, 8, 22, 23, 46, 73, 99, 137. 

Assessment: 426: One 2000 word essay (50%) and one 2 hour exam
(50%). 

436 (2 cps): Preparation and participation in class (10%);
One 1000 word exegesis paper (40%) and one 1 hour exam
(50%). 

436 (4 cps): Exegetical preparation and participation (10%)
one 1500 word essay (40%), and one 2 hour exam (50%). 

436H: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2500 word exegetical essay (40%), and one 2 hour exam
(50%). 

626: One 2250 word essay (50%) and one 2.5 hour exam 
including compulsory question on 200-300 pp. of set reading
(50%). 

636: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2000 word essay (40%) and one 2.5 hour exam including
compulsory question on 200-300 pp. of set reading (50%). 

Textbooks: A.M. Harman, The Psalms, Christian Focus, 1998. 
D. Kidner, Psalms. 2 vols., IVP, 1973-1975. 

OT430/630 Pentateuch (Hebrew) 

Offered: Even years. OT430 (2 cp only) is available also in odd years
under some circumstances. 

Semester: First 

Demand Hours: 2cps 80hrs 4cps 160 hrs 

Contact hours: 2 cp: 24 hours; 4 cp: 36 hours 

Unit Coordinator: John Davies 

Conditions: Prerequisite of 16 cps of core foundation level units including
OT301/501 and OT302/502, plus LA003A & B. 

Description: This unit involves the exegesis of portions of the Pentateuch
from the Hebrew text and the theology of the Pentateuch. 



Method: Classroom instruction and participation with reading and 
assignments. 

Attendance: Attendance and participation is an expectation of all students.
Those doing 430 (2 cps) must attend two thirds of the classes
(the first day and all of either Genesis or Exodus plus all of
Deuteronomy) and others must attend all except for illness. 

Set passages: Genesis 2-3; Exodus 19, 24; Deuteronomy 5, 30. 

Assessment:  430 (2 cps): Evidence of preparation for exegesis and
participation in class (10%), one 1000 word exegesis paper
(40%) and one 1 hour exam (50%). 

430 (4 cps): Evidence of preparation for exegesis and
participation in class (10%), one 1500 word essay (40%) and
one 2 hour exam (3 questions) (50%). 

430H: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2500 word exegetical essay (40%), and one 2 hour exam
(50%). 

630: Exegetical preparation and participation (10%), one
2000 word exegetical essay (40%), and one 2.5 hour exam
including compulsory question on 200-300 pp. of set reading
(3 questions) (50%). 


