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The Royal Library of Alexandria in Egypt, was once the largest library in 
the world. 
It is generally thought to have been founded at the beginning of the 3rd 
century BC, during the reign of Ptolemy II of Egypt. 
 
Few events in ancient history are  
as controversial as the destruction 
of the Library, as the historical  
record is both contradictory and  
incomplete. Not surprisingly, the  
Royal Library became a symbol  
for knowledge itself, and its  
destruction was attributed to those  
who were portrayed as ignorant  
barbarians, often for purely political  
reasons. 
 
 
The modern Bibliotheca Alexandrina in 2007, built on what is thought to 
have been the original site of the library founded by the Ptolemies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bibliotheca Alexandrina is a major library and cultural centre located 
on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea in the Egyptian city of Alexandria. 
It is both a commemoration of the Royal Library of Alexandria that was 
lost in antiquity, and an attempt to rekindle something of the brilliance that 
this earlier centre of study and erudition represented. 
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Presbyterian Theological Centre 
77 Shaftesbury Road 
Burwood  NSW  2134 
 
Tel:  (02) 9744 1977 
Fax:  (02) 9744 5970 
 
Email: library@ptcsydney.org 
 
Hours of Opening  

Monday- Thursday  9.30 Ɗ 5.00 pm  

Friday     9.30 Ɗ 5.00 pm (Every second Friday) 

Closed Public Holidays  
 

Staff  

Laurie Bradey Ɗ Librarian 
 

Using the Library  

We ask you to respect the following guidelines: 

 Food and drink may only be consumed at the desks 

 Phones must be switched off or on silent 

 Please bring your card with you when you wish to borrow or 

renew items 

You are liable for the value of a book which is lost or damaged 
whilst in your care 
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The Theological Hall of the Presbyterian Church in New South Wales was 
established at St Andrew's College, University of Sydney, in 1873. The 
Library of this institution was named in honour of a generous benefactor, 
Mr Robert Gillespie. From the early 1920s the Church co-operated in 
theological education with the Methodist and Congregational Churches 
under the United Faculty of Theology. However, with the formation of the 
Uniting Church, separate denominational colleges were established and a 
new Library was begun at the Presbyterian Theological Centre, using the 
private library of the Reverend Stuart Petrie as its foundation. 
 
From these small beginnings the collection has grown to over 40,000 
items, 38,000 of them books. 
 
The library subscribes to over 100 journals annually and these help keep 
abreast of the latest thinking and developments in Biblical and theological 
scholarship. There are also a number of audio cassettes, video cassettes, 
DVDs, CDs, and pamphlets. 
 
The Library's strengths lay in Biblical studies, Reformation theology, 
church history and practical and pastoral theology. It is the collection 
policy to continue to build on these subject categories and to develop 
further other areas such as Biblical and cognate languages, Judaism, 
Patristics, comparative religion, ethics, social sciences, Christian 
education, Church polity and worship, missiology and general history. 
 
In recent years the Presbyterian Theological Centre took possession of its 
share of the Gillespie Library and this has complemented the collection in 
many ways. The major benefit was the acquisition of a number of books 
on the history of the Scottish Church and on Presbyterianism generally. 
There was also in this original library an emphasis on the development of 
critical thinking and of liberal and philosophical theology in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. 
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Circulation Desk  

The Circulation Desk is just inside the entrance to the library. The librarian 
is available at the Circulation Desk to assist with queries. All registered 
borrowers check-out their own borrowings. 
The librarian is there to: 

 Assist in finding resources and references 

 Help you understand how to use the Library catalogue 

 Indicate the best resources to find what you need 

 Help find resources on the Internet 
 
Borrowing  

 @kk hsdlr `qd hrrtdc trhmf sgd Khaq`qxƍr bhqbtk`shnm rxrsdl 

 Borrowers need to register with the PTC office and they will be 
issued a card 

 Please bring your membership (student ID) card with you at all times 

 It is necessary to bring your membership card with you whenever 
you wish to borrow or renew items 

 
 What can be borrowed?  

 Any books in the main collection 

 Reference books are for library use only 

 Journals and pamphlets are only available for reading or 
photocopying within the library 

 
Loan Quotas  

 Full-time students: 6 items for 2 weeks (or as indicated) 

 Part-time students: 4 items for 2 weeks (or as indicated) 
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Returning Books  

Items may be returned to the library through the return chute, located on 

the right hand side as you enter the library, just below the borrowing 

computer. 

 
Renewals  

Items may be renewed in person at the Circulation Desk (see page 17), by 

telephone, or by email request. Please quote your student ID and each 

annjƍr a`qbncd 'rshbjdq nm sgd hmrhcd a`bj bnudq( he qdptdrshmf ` qdmdv`k- 

Telephone Renewals: (02) 9744 1977 

Email Renewals: library@ptcsydney.org 

The system will not allow an overdue item sn ad ƌqdmdvdcƍ+ hs ltrs ad

returned first. Books may be renewed twice, however renewals will not be 

accepted if the book has been requested by another. 
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Reserves  

When the book you need is out on loan, you may put a reservation on it 

and the library will notify you (usually via your email as given to the 

Administration) when the book is available for you to borrow. 

Please see page 21 for creating Reserves 

Reserves will be held for you for 7 days, after which time the items will be 

loaned to the next person in queue, or returned to the library shelves. 

Books on hold will be kept at the Library office and you will be notified 

when they are available for collection and borrowing. 

Overdue Items  

Sgd khaq`qxƍr kdmchmf onkhbhdr rddj sn dnsure that books in heavy demand 

are available to as many borrowers as possible. We ask you to ensure 

that items are returned on time so as not to inconvenience other 

borrowers. Failure to return a borrowed item by the due date may result in 

a loss of borrowing privileges 

Re -shelving  

After you have finished with the books you have taken from the shelves, 

but do not wish to borrow, please leave them on the book cart next to the 

catalogue computers. Do not re-shelve them yourself. 
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What is  the Pettee Classification System?  

This is a system devised by a former student of the famous Melvil Dewey - 
Julia Pettee Ɗ initially for Union Theological Seminary in New York, NY, 
and is known as either the Pettee Classification System or the Union 
Theological Seminary Classification System.  It was written and developed 
to meet the special needs of a Bible College and Theological Seminary 
community, and uses an alphanumeric system of classification. 
 
Pettee Call Number  

 

In the catalogue, the title: 
Reliving Genesis and Exodus : you belong in the Bible / Wesley C. Baker. 
will appear as: DK30/Bak 
 
On the spine of the book, it will appear as: 
 

DK30 
Bak 

 
But because of the width of the book spine, the title: 
Gregory of Nyssa / Anthony Meredith. 
will appear in the catalogue as: GM3 G8 X/Mer 
 
However, on the spine of the book, it will appear as: 
 

GM3 
G8 X 
Mer 
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Main Collection  

The Main Collection of the PTC Library is an open access collection. 

The collection includes books, journals, and some audiovisual resources 

supporting graduate and post-graduate level study.  

Reference Collection  

The Reference Collection includes encyclopaedias, dictionaries, 

bibliographies, directories, concordances, atlases, and critical works in 

constant use. The reference collection is shelved in the first room to your 

qhfgs `r xnt o`rr sgd khaq`qh`mƍr neehbd- 

Periodicals  

The library subscribes to over 100 Journals, and holds issues from 

thousands more for which subscriptions are not currently held. 

Current issues and issues for the past year can be found at the far end of 

the library, shelved next to the staircase. The most recent issue that has 

been received is displayed and the sloping shelves lift up to store recent 

back issues underneath. Journals are arranged in alphabetical order by 

title.  

Earlier issues are archived, also alphabetically, on level 1 in the first room 

to your right as you come up the stairs. The Journal List , an exhaustive 

listing of every journal held, is in a folder next to the ATLA computer. 
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Rare Books  

Rare Books are kept locked in a separate room from the main collection. 

These books are in the catalogue and can be found using the search 

function on the catalogue computers. They are bot available for 

borrowing, but can be referenced within the library only. 

 Catalogue Location Symbols  

    [Blank] Held in main collection 

*Missing*  Missing from the collection 

7    7 Day Loan (Reference Room) 

AC    Audio Cassette drawers 

Ba    Barth (Reference Room) 

CD    Compact Disc 

CR    Closed Reserve (Reference Room) 

DVD    Digital Video Disc (VCR + DVD Shelves) 

ET    Exit Thesis (Upstairs) 

MK    Media Kit  

P    Pamphlet Files (Journal Room) 

R    Reference  

RB    Rare Book  

Sc    Scientology (Reference Room) 

SS    Slide Set  

T    Theses (Reference Room) 

TA    Teaching Aid  

VC    Video Cassette (VCR + DVD Shelves) 
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Document Delivery (Inter -Library Loans)  

Document Delivery is the obtaining from another library of a copy of a 

monograph on loan, or a photocopy of an article or portion of a book.  

Ordinarily there is no DD service provided for students enrolled in 

undergraduate courses or for non-student library users. 

Undergraduate students should refer their queries to their lecturer if they 

believe an item should be held or be made available for the completion of 

their studies. 

Post-graduate and full-time research students are entitled to a number of 

DDs per semester. Please make your enquiries to the librarian for 

assistance. 

Library Tours and Orientation  

Tours and library orientation are conducted at the start of each semester, 

and occasionally throughout the year as required.  

Subject Authority File  

Every item in the collection has been classified under a major subject 

heading, appearing in the lower, right hand corner of the catalogue screen 

(see page 20). The subject file is available, in hard copy, to the left of the 

catalogue computers in the library. A keyword from the desired subject 

area can be added to your search items, or the letter prefix of the Pettee 

code. See the librarian for assistance in this. 
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Other Services  



 

 

 

 

 
Borrowing and Renewing Loans  

Log-in at the borrowing computer by scanning your student ID barcode 
from your borrower card, and click on Log-in: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of your current loans are shown. To Renew an item, move the cursor 

over the item, click so it is highlighted, and then click on Renew  in the 
lower, left hand corner. 

To Borrow a new book, scan the barcode and click on Loan : 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Catalogue (at College)  
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Borrowing and Renewing Loans (Cont.)  

The screen now shows the detail of the book you have borrowed, and the 

date it is due back: 

 

 

 

Remember to Log -out  (bottom, left hand) when you have finished 
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Catalogue Search  

The two catalogue computers allow for a directed search in a total of 6 

different fields: 

 Name: Surname of the author, editor, or contributing author 

 Title Keywords: Distinctive word(s) in the title 

 Publisher/Date: if known 

 Subject Keywords: if known 

 Series: if the title is part of a series, add series name 

 Subject Code: if known 

 
Usually, the surname and a word from the title will be sufficient: 
 
 

 

Hit return or click on Start Find , and a results list appears as seen on p20: 
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Click anywhere on the title for more information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From this screen, you can do 3 things:  

Click on Find  to start a new search; 
 

Click on List  to return to the list of results from your previous search; 
 

Click on Reserve  if you wish to make a reservation for a book that is 
currently Out on loan. You will be taken to the screen on p21: 
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Reserving An Item Out On Loan  

On this screen, move the cursor to the grey Borrowers ID box and click 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type in your ID number from your card and click Reserve : 
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